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People Disrupted: Sep 21 2021 Migration has been a major source of
change and a central feature in human development, but the sheer
magnitude and relentlessness of migrant movements in recent decades
defy easy analysis. The Korean Global Mission Leadership Forum
desires accountability in Christian world mission. This volume is the
outcome of the multinational case studies and responses presented at
KGMLF’s 2017 consultation held in Sokcho, Korea, on the subject
“Migration, Human Dislocation, and Accountability in Missions.” The
studies presented deal with significant issues in Christian mission and
address the case of North Korean migrants, the sufferings of Iraqis
fleeing from war, African refugees, Syrian refugees in Lebanon,
overseas Filipino workers, the situation of refugees in Europe, and
other refugee cases.
Shanzhai Jun 30 2022 Tracing the thread of “decreation” in Chinese
thought, from constantly changing classical masterpieces to fake cell
phones that are better than the original. Shanzhai is a Chinese
neologism that means “fake,” originally coined to describe knock-off
cell phones marketed under such names as Nokir and Samsing. These
cell phones were not crude forgeries but multifunctional, stylish, and
as good as or better than the originals. Shanzhai has since spread into
other parts of Chinese life, with shanzhai books, shanzhai politicians,
shanzhai stars. There is a shanzhai Harry Potter: Harry Potter and the
Porcelain Doll, in which Harry takes on his nemesis Yandomort. In the
West, this would be seen as piracy, or even desecration, but in Chinese
culture, originals are continually transformed—deconstructed. In this
volume in the Untimely Meditations series, Byung-Chul Han traces the
thread of deconstruction, or “decreation,” in Chinese thought, from
ancient masterpieces that invite inscription and transcription to
Maoism—“a kind a shanzhai Marxism,” Han writes. Han discusses the
Chinese concepts of quan, or law, which literally means the weight
that slides back and forth on a scale, radically different from Western
notions of absoluteness; zhen ji, or original, determined not by an act
of creation but by unending process; xian zhan, or seals of leisure,
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affixed by collectors and part of the picture's composition; fuzhi, or
copy, a replica of equal value to the original; and shanzhai. The Far
East, Han writes, is not familiar with such “pre-deconstructive” factors
as original or identity. Far Eastern thought begins with
deconstruction.
You and Your Profile Jan 26 2022 More and more, we present
ourselves and encounter others through profiles. A profile shows us
not as we are seen directly but how we are perceived by a broader
public. As we observe how others observe us, we calibrate our selfpresentation accordingly. Profile-based identity is evident everywhere
from pop culture to politics, marketing to morality. But all too often
critics simply denounce this alleged superficiality in defense of some
supposedly pure ideal of authentic or sincere expression. This book
argues that the profile marks an epochal shift in our concept of
identity and demonstrates why that matters. You and Your Profile
blends social theory, philosophy, and cultural critique to unfold an
exploration of the way we have come to experience the world. Instead
of polemicizing against the profile, Hans-Georg Moeller and Paul J.
D’Ambrosio outline how it works, how we readily apply it in our daily
lives, and how it shapes our values—personally, economically, and
ethically. They develop a practical vocabulary of life in the digital age.
Informed by the Daoist tradition, they suggest strategies for handling
the pressure of social media by distancing oneself from one’s public
face. A deft and wide-ranging consideration of our era’s identity crisis,
this book provides vital clues on how to stay sane in a time of
proliferating profiles.
The Disappearance of Rituals May 18 2021 Untrammelled
neoliberalism and the inexorable force of production have produced a
21st century crisis of community: a narcissistic cult of authenticity and
mass turning-inward are among the pathologies engendered by it. We
are individuals afloat in an atomised society, where the loss of the
symbolic structures inherent in ritual behaviour has led to
overdependence on the contingent to steer identity. Avoiding
saccharine nostalgia for the rituals of the past, Han provides a
1/5

genealogy of their disappearance as a means of diagnosing the
pathologies of the present. He juxtaposes a community without
communication – where the intensity of togetherness in silent
recognition provides structure and meaning – to today’s
communication without community, which does away with collective
feelings and leaves individuals exposed to exploitation and
manipulation by neoliberal psycho-politics. The community that is
invoked everywhere today is an atrophied and commoditized
community that lacks the symbolic power to bind people together. For
Han, it is only the mutual praxis of recognition borne by the ritualistic
sharing of the symbolic between members of a community which
creates the footholds of objectivity allowing us to make sense of time.
This new book by one of the most creative cultural theorists writing
today will be of interest to a wide readership.
In the Swarm Feb 24 2022 A prominent German thinker argues
that—contrary to “Twitter Revolution” cheerleading—digital
communication is destroying political discourse and political action.
The shitstorm represents an authentic phenomenon of digital
communication. —from In the Swarm Digital communication and social
media have taken over our lives. In this contrarian reflection on
digitized life, Byung-Chul Han counters the cheerleaders for Twitter
revolutions and Facebook activism by arguing that digital
communication is in fact responsible for the disintegration of
community and public space and is slowly eroding any possibility for
real political action and meaningful political discourse. In the
predigital, analog era, by the time an angry letter to the editor had
been composed, mailed, and received, the immediate agitation had
passed. Today, digital communication enables instantaneous,
impulsive reaction, meant to express and stir up outrage on the spot.
“The shitstorm,” writes Han, ”represents an authentic phenomenon of
digital communication.” Meanwhile, the public, the senders and
receivers of these communications have become a digital swarm—not
a mass, or a crowd, or Negri and Hardt's antiquated notion of a
“multitude,” but a set of isolated individuals incapable of forming a
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“we,” incapable of calling dominant power relations into question,
incapable of formulating a future because of an obsession with the
present. The digital swarm is a fragmented entity that can focus on
individual persons only in order to make them an object of scandal.
Han, one of the most widely read philosophers in Europe today,
describes a society in which information has overrun thought, in which
the same algorithms are employed by Facebook, the stock market, and
the intelligence services. Democracy is under threat because digital
communication has made freedom and control indistinguishable. Big
Brother has been succeeded by Big Data.
Scenes of Subjection: Terror, Slavery, and Self-Making in NineteenthCentury America Oct 30 2019 The groundbreaking debut by the
award-winning author of Wayward Lives, Beautiful Experiments,
revised and updated. Saidiya Hartman has been praised as “one of our
most brilliant contemporary thinkers” (Claudia Rankine, New York
Times Book Review) and “a lodestar for a generation of students and,
increasingly, for politically engaged people outside the academy”
(Alexis Okeowo, The New Yorker). In Scenes of Subjection—Hartman’s
first book, now revised and expanded—her singular talents and
analytical framework turn away from the “terrible spectacle” and
toward the forms of routine terror and quotidian violence
characteristic of slavery, illuminating the intertwining of injury,
subjugation, and selfhood even in abolitionist depictions of
enslavement. By attending to the withheld and overlooked at the
margins of the historical archive, Hartman radically reshapes our
understanding of history, in a work as resonant today as it was on first
publication, now for a new generation of readers. This 25th
anniversary edition features a new preface by the author, a foreword
by Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor, an afterword by Marisa J. Fuentes and
Sarah Haley, notations with Cameron Rowland, and compositions by
Torkwase Dyson.
Your Republic Is Calling You Dec 01 2019 A foreign film importer,
Gi-yeong is a family man with a wife and daughter. An aficionado of
Heineken, soccer, and sushi, he is also a North Korean spy who has
been living among his enemies for twenty-one years. Suddenly he
receives a mysterious email, a directive seemingly from the home
office. He has one day to return to headquarters. He hasn’t heard from
anyone in over ten years. Why is he being called back now? Is this
message really from Pyongyang? Is he returning to receive new orders
or to be executed for a lack of diligence? Has someone in the South
discovered his secret identity? Is this a trap?Spanning the course of
one day, Your Republic Is Calling You is an emotionally taut,
psychologically astute, haunting novel that reveals the depth of one
particularly gripping family secret and the way in which we sometimes
never really know the people we love. Confronting moral questions on
small and large scales, it mines the political and cultural
transformations that have transformed South Korea since the 1980s. A
lament for the fate of a certain kind of man and a certain kind of
manhood, it is ultimately a searing study of the long and insidious
effects of dividing a nation in two.
Disobey! Oct 11 2020 Exploring the philosophy of disobedience The
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world is out of joint, so much so that disobeying should be an urgent
question for everyone. In this provocative essay, Frédéric Gros
explores the roots of political obedience. Social conformity, economic
subjection, respect for authorities, constitutional consensus?
Examining the various styles of obedience provides tools to study,
invent and induce new forms of civic disobedience and lyrical protest.
Nothing can be taken for granted: neither supposed certainties nor
social conventions, economic injustice or moral conviction. Thinking
philosophically requires us never to accept truths and generalities that
seem obvious. It restores a sense of political responsibility. At a time
when the decisions of experts are presented as the result of icy
statistics and anonymous calculations, disobeying becomes an
assertion of humanity. To philosophize is to disobey. This book is a call
for critical democracy and ethical resistance.
The Transparency Society Nov 23 2021 Transparency is the order of
the day. It is a term, a slogan, that dominates public discourse about
corruption and freedom of information. Considered crucial to
democracy, it touches our political and economic lives as well as our
private lives. Anyone can obtain information about anything.
Everything—and everyone—has become transparent: unveiled or
exposed by the apparatuses that exert a kind of collective control over
the post-capitalist world. Yet, transparency has a dark side that,
ironically, has everything to do with a lack of mystery, shadow, and
nuance. Behind the apparent accessibility of knowledge lies the
disappearance of privacy, homogenization, and the collapse of trust.
The anxiety to accumulate ever more information does not necessarily
produce more knowledge or faith. Technology creates the illusion of
total containment and the constant monitoring of information, but
what we lack is adequate interpretation of the information. In this
manifesto, Byung-Chul Han denounces transparency as a false ideal,
the strongest and most pernicious of our contemporary mythologies.
Introduction to Many-Body Physics Sep 09 2020 A modern, graduatelevel introduction to many-body physics in condensed matter, this
textbook explains the tools and concepts needed for a research-level
understanding of the correlated behavior of quantum fluids. Starting
with an operator-based introduction to the quantum field theory of
many-body physics, this textbook presents the Feynman diagram
approach, Green's functions and finite-temperature many-body physics
before developing the path integral approach to interacting systems.
Special chapters are devoted to the concepts of Fermi liquid theory,
broken symmetry, conduction in disordered systems,
superconductivity and the physics of local-moment metals. A strong
emphasis on concepts and numerous exercises make this an invaluable
course book for graduate students in condensed matter physics. It will
also interest students in nuclear, atomic and particle physics.
The Agony of Eros Apr 28 2022 An argument that love requires the
courage to accept self-negation for the sake of discovering the Other.
Byung-Chul Han is one of the most widely read philosophers in Europe
today, a member of the new generation of German thinkers that
includes Markus Gabriel and Armen Avanessian. In The Agony of Eros,
a bestseller in Germany, Han considers the threat to love and desire in
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today's society. For Han, love requires the courage to accept selfnegation for the sake of discovering the Other. In a world of fetishized
individualism and technologically mediated social interaction, it is the
Other that is eradicated, not the self. In today's increasingly
narcissistic society, we have come to look for love and desire within
the “inferno of the same.” Han offers a survey of the threats to Eros,
drawing on a wide range of sources—Lars von Trier's film
Melancholia, Wagner's Tristan und Isolde, Fifty Shades of Grey,
Michel Foucault (providing a scathing critique of Foucault's
valorization of power), Martin Buber, Hegel, Baudrillard, Flaubert,
Barthes, Plato, and others. Han considers the “pornographication” of
society, and shows how pornography profanes eros; addresses
capitalism's leveling of essential differences; and discusses the politics
of eros in today's “burnout society.” To be dead to love, Han argues, is
to be dead to thought itself. Concise in its expression but unsparing in
its insight, The Agony of Eros is an important and provocative entry in
Han's ongoing analysis of contemporary society. This remarkable
essay, an intellectual experience of the first order, affords one of the
best ways to gain full awareness of and join in one of the most
pressing struggles of the day: the defense, that is to say—as Rimbaud
desired it—the “reinvention” of love. —from the foreword by Alain
Badiou
Hedwig and the Angry Inch May 06 2020 THE STORY: This
groundbreaking Obie-winning Off-Broadway smash also won multiple
awards for its hit film adaptation. It tells the story of internationally
ignored song stylist Hedwig Schmidt, a fourth-wall smashing East
German rock 'n' roll godde
The Transparent Society Nov 04 2022 Argues that the privacy of
individuals actually hampers accountability, which is the foundation of
any civilized society and that openness is far more liberating than
secrecy
The Second Media Age May 30 2022 This book examines the
implications of new communication technologies in the light of the
most recent work in social and cultural theory and argues that new
developments in electronic media, such as the Internet and Virtual
Reality, justify the designation of a "second media age".
Saving Beauty Aug 01 2022 Beauty today is a paradox. The cult of
beauty is ubiquitous but it has lost its transcendence and become little
more than an aspect of consumerism, the aesthetic dimension of
capitalism. The sublime and unsettling aspects of beauty have given
way to corporeal pleasures and 'likes', resulting in a kind of
'pornography' of beauty. In this book, cultural theorist Byung-Chul
Han reinvigorates aesthetic theory for our digital age. He interrogates
our preoccupation with all things slick and smooth, from Jeff Koon's
sculptures and the iPhone to Brazilian waxing. Reaching far deeper
than our superficial reactions to viral videos and memes, Han reclaims
beauty, showing how it manifests itself as truth, temptation and even
disaster. This wide-ranging and profound exploration of beauty,
encompassing ethical and political considerations as well as aesthetic,
will appeal to all those interested in cultural and aesthetic theory,
philosophy and digital media.
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The Circle Feb 12 2021 A bestselling dystopian novel that tackles
surveillance, privacy and the frightening intrusions of technology in
our lives—a “compulsively readable parable for the 21st century”
(Vanity Fair). When Mae Holland is hired to work for the Circle, the
world’s most powerful internet company, she feels she’s been given
the opportunity of a lifetime. The Circle, run out of a sprawling
California campus, links users’ personal emails, social media, banking,
and purchasing with their universal operating system, resulting in one
online identity and a new age of civility and transparency. As Mae
tours the open-plan office spaces, the towering glass dining facilities,
the cozy dorms for those who spend nights at work, she is thrilled with
the company’s modernity and activity. There are parties that last
through the night, there are famous musicians playing on the lawn,
there are athletic activities and clubs and brunches, and even an
aquarium of rare fish retrieved from the Marianas Trench by the CEO.
Mae can’t believe her luck, her great fortune to work for the most
influential company in the world—even as life beyond the campus
grows distant, even as a strange encounter with a colleague leaves her
shaken, even as her role at the Circle becomes increasingly public.
What begins as the captivating story of one woman’s ambition and
idealism soon becomes a heart-racing novel of suspense, raising
questions about memory, history, privacy, democracy, and the limits of
human knowledge.
The Scent of Time Apr 04 2020 In his philosophical reflections on the
art of lingering, acclaimed cultural theorist Byung-Chul Han argues
that the value we attach today to the vita activa is producing a crisis in
our sense of time. Our attachment to the vita activa creates an
imperative to work which degrades the human being into a labouring
animal, an animal laborans. At the same time, the hyperactivity which
characterizes our daily routines robs human beings of the capacity to
linger and the faculty of contemplation. It therefore becomes
impossible to experience time as fulfilling. Drawing on a range of
thinkers including Heidegger, Nietzsche and Arendt, Han argues that
we can overcome this temporal crisis only by revitalizing the vita
contemplativa and relearning the art of lingering. For what
distinguishes humans from other animals is the capacity for reflection
and contemplation, and when life regains this capacity, this art of
lingering, it gains in time and space, in duration and vastness.
What is Power? Mar 16 2021 Power is a pervasive phenomenon yet
there is little consensus on what it is and how it should be understood.
In this book the cultural theorist Byung-Chul Han develops a fresh and
original perspective on the nature of power, shedding new light on this
key feature of social and political life. Power is commonly defined as a
causal relation: an individual’s power is the cause that produces a
change of behaviour in someone else against the latter’s will. Han
rejects this view, arguing that power is better understood as a
mediation between ego and alter which creates a complex array of
reciprocal interdependencies. Power can also be exercised not only
against the other but also within and through the other, and this
involves a much higher degree of mediation. This perspective enables
us to see that power and freedom are not opposed to one another but
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are manifestations of the same power, differing only in the degree of
mediation. This highly original account of power will be of great
interest to students and scholars of philosophy and of social, political
and cultural theory, as well as to anyone seeking to understand the
many ways in which power shapes our lives today.
Uses of Literature Aug 21 2021 Uses of Literature bridges the gap
between literary theory and common-sense beliefs about why we read
literature. Explores the diverse motives and mysteries of why we read
Offers four different ways of thinking about why we read literature for recognition, enchantment, knowledge, and shock Argues for a new
“phenomenology” in literary studies that incorporates the historical
and social dimensions of reading Includes examples of literature from
a wide range of national literary traditions
Free Food for Millionaires Jan 14 2021 In this One Book, One New
York 2019 nominee from the author of National Book Award Finalist
Pachinko, the Korean-American daughter of first-generation
immigrants strives to join Manhattan's inner circle. Meet Casey Han: a
strong-willed, Queens-bred daughter of Korean immigrants immersed
in a glamorous Manhattan lifestyle she can't afford. Casey is eager to
make it on her own, away from the judgements of her parents' tightknit community, but she soon finds that her Princeton economics
degree isn't enough to rid her of ever-growing credit card debt and a
toxic boyfriend. When a chance encounter with an old friend lands her
a new opportunity, she's determined to carve a space for herself in a
glittering world of privilege, power, and wealth-but at what cost? Set
in a city where millionaires scramble for the free lunches the poor are
too proud to accept, this sharp-eyed epic of love, greed, and ambition
is a compelling portrait of intergenerational strife, immigrant struggle,
and social and economic mobility. Addictively readable, Min Jin Lee's
bestselling debut Free Food for Millionaires exposes the intricate
layers of a community clinging to its old ways in a city packed with
haves and have-nots.
The Future of Silence: Fiction by Korean Women Aug 09 2020
These nine stories span half a century of contemporary writing in
Korea (1970s–2010s), bringing together some of the most famous
twentieth-century women writers with a new generation of young, bold
voices. Their work explores a world not often seen in the West, taking
us into the homes, families, lives and psyches of Korean women, men,
and children. In the earliest of the stories, Pak Wan-so, considered the
elder stateswoman of contemporary Korean fiction, opens the door
into two "Identical Apartments" where sisters-in-law, bound as much
by competition as love, struggle to live with their noisy, extended
families. O Chong-hui, who has been compared to Joyce Carol Oates
and Alice Munro, examines a day in the life of a woman after she is
released from a mental institution, while younger writers, such as Kim
Sagwa, Han Yujoo and Ch'on Un-yong explore violence, biracial
childhood, and literary experimentation. These stories will sometimes
disturb and sometimes delight, as they illuminate complex issues in
Korean life and literature. Internationally acclaimed translators Bruce
and Ju-Chan Fulton have won several awards and fellowships for the
numerous works of Korean literature they have translated into
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English. Featuring these authors and stories: Pak Wan-so: "Identical
Apartments" Kim Chi-won: "Almaden" So Yong-un: "Dear Distant Love"
O Chong-hui: "Wayfarer" Kong Son-ok: "The Flowering of Our Lives"
Kim Ae-ran: "The Future of Silence" Han Yujoo: "I Am the Scribe—Or
Am I" Kim Sagwa: "Today Is One of Those The-More-You-Move-theStranger-It-Gets Days, and It's Simply Amazing" Ch'on Un-yong: "Ali
Skips Rope"
Discipline and Punish Jun 06 2020 In this brilliant work, the most
influential philosopher since Sartre suggests that such vaunted
reforms as the abolition of torture and the emergence of the modern
penitentiary have merely shifted the focus of punishment from the
prisoner's body to his soul.
Breaking Bread with the Dead Aug 28 2019 “At a time when many
Americans . . . are engaged in deep reflection about the meaning of
the nation's history [this] is an exceptionally useful companion for
those who want to do so with honesty and integrity.” —Shelf
Awareness From the author of How to Think and The Pleasures of
Reading in an Age of Distraction, a literary guide to engaging with the
voices of the past to stay sane in the present W. H. Auden once wrote
that "art is our chief means of breaking bread with the dead." In his
brilliant and compulsively readable new treatise, Breaking Bread with
the Dead, Alan Jacobs shows us that engaging with the strange and
wonderful writings of the past might help us live less anxiously in the
present—and increase what Thomas Pynchon once called our
"personal density." Today we are battling too much information in a
society changing at lightning speed, with algorithms aimed at shaping
our every thought—plus a sense that history offers no resources, only
impediments to overcome or ignore. The modern solution to our
problems is to surround ourselves only with what we know and what
brings us instant comfort. Jacobs's answer is the opposite: to be in
conversation with, and challenged by, those from the past who can tell
us what we never thought we needed to know. What can Homer teach
us about force? How does Frederick Douglass deal with the massive
blind spots of America's Founding Fathers? And what can we learn
from modern authors who engage passionately and profoundly with
the past? How can Ursula K. Le Guin show us truths about Virgil's
female characters that Virgil himself could never have seen? In
Breaking Bread with the Dead, a gifted scholar draws us into close and
sympathetic engagement with texts from across the ages, including
the work of Anita Desai, Henrik Ibsen, Jean Rhys, Simone Weil, Edith
Wharton, Amitav Ghosh, Claude Lévi-Strauss, Italo Calvino, and many
more. By hearing the voices of the past, we can expand our
consciousness, our sympathies, and our wisdom far beyond what our
present moment can offer.
Good Entertainment Dec 25 2021 A philosopher considers
entertainment, in all its totalizing variety—infotainment, edutainment,
servotainment—and traces the notion through Kant, Zen Buddhism,
Heidegger, Kafka, and Rauschenberg. In Good Entertainment, ByungChul Han examines the notion of entertainment—its contemporary
ubiquity, and its philosophical genealogy. Entertainment today, in all
its totalizing variety, has an apparently infinite capacity for
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incorporation: infotainment, edutainment, servotainment,
confrontainment. Entertainment is held up as a new paradigm, even a
new credo for being—and yet, in the West, it has had inescapably
negative connotations. Han traces Western ideas of entertainment,
considering, among other things, the scandal that arose from the first
performance of Bach's Saint Matthew's Passion (deemed too beautiful,
not serious enough); Kant's idea of morality as duty and the
entertainment value of moralistic literature; Heidegger's idea of the
thinker as a man of pain; Kafka's hunger artist and the art of
negativity, which takes pleasure in annihilation; and Robert
Rauschenberg's refusal of the transcendent. The history of the West,
Han tells us, is a passion narrative, and passion appears as a killjoy.
Achievement is the new formula for passion, and play is subordinated
to production, gamified. And yet, he argues, at their core, passion and
entertainment are not entirely different. The pure meaninglessness of
entertainment is adjacent to the pure meaning of passion. The fool's
smile resembles the pain-racked visage of Homo doloris. In Good
Entertainment, Han explores this paradox.
Power, Interest and Psychology Jul 28 2019 Therapeutic psychology
suggests that we are essentially self-creating and able to heal
ourselves emotionally. This view reflects the wishful thinking
necessary for the success of consumer capitalism, but it does not
reflect the way things are. Smail examines how our experience of
ourselves and our conduct can be explained in terms of the social
operation of power and interest.
Psychopolitics Sep 02 2022 Exploring how neoliberalism has
discovered the productive force of the psyche Byung-Chul Han, a star
of German philosophy, continues his passionate critique of
neoliberalism, trenchantly describing a regime of technological
domination that, in contrast to Foucault’s biopower, has discovered
the productive force of the psyche. In the course of discussing all the
facets of neoliberal psychopolitics fueling our contemporary crisis of
freedom, Han elaborates an analytical framework that provides an
original theory of Big Data and a lucid phenomenology of emotion. But
this provocative essay proposes counter models too, presenting a
wealth of ideas and surprising alternatives at every turn.
The Burnout Society Oct 23 2021 Our competitive, service-oriented
societies are taking a toll on the late-modern individual. Rather than
improving life, multitasking, "user-friendly" technology, and the
culture of convenience are producing disorders that range from
depression to attention deficit disorder to borderline personality
disorder. Byung-Chul Han interprets the spreading malaise as an
inability to manage negative experiences in an age characterized by
excessive positivity and the universal availability of people and goods.
Stress and exhaustion are not just personal experiences, but social and
historical phenomena as well. Denouncing a world in which every
against-the-grain response can lead to further disempowerment, he
draws on literature, philosophy, and the social and natural sciences to
explore the stakes of sacrificing intermittent intellectual reflection for
constant neural connection.
Topology of Violence Jan 02 2020 One of today's most widely read
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philosophers considers the shift in violence from visible to invisible,
from negativity to excess of positivity. Some things never
disappear—violence, for example. Violence is ubiquitous and incessant
but protean, varying its outward form according to the social
constellation at hand. In Topology of Violence, the philosopher ByungChul Han considers the shift in violence from the visible to the
invisible, from the frontal to the viral to the self-inflicted, from brute
force to mediated force, from the real to the virtual. Violence, Han
tells us, has gone from the negative—explosive, massive, and
martial—to the positive, wielded without enmity or domination. This,
he says, creates the false impression that violence has disappeared.
Anonymized, desubjectified, systemic, violence conceals itself because
it has become one with society. Han first investigates the macrophysical manifestations of violence, which take the form of
negativity—developing from the tension between self and other,
interior and exterior, friend and enemy. These manifestations include
the archaic violence of sacrifice and blood, the mythical violence of
jealous and vengeful gods, the deadly violence of the sovereign, the
merciless violence of torture, the bloodless violence of the gas
chamber, the viral violence of terrorism, and the verbal violence of
hurtful language. He then examines the violence of positivity—the
expression of an excess of positivity—which manifests itself as overachievement, over-production, over-communication, hyper-attention,
and hyperactivity. The violence of positivity, Han warns, could be even
more disastrous than that of negativity. Infection, invasion, and
infiltration have given way to infarction.
The Philosophy of Zen Buddhism Dec 13 2020 Zen Buddhism is a form
of Mah y na Buddhism that originated in China and is strongly focused
on meditation. It is characteristically sceptical towards language and
distrustful of conceptual thought, which explains why Zen Buddhist
sayings are so enigmatic and succinct. But despite Zen Buddhism’s
hostility towards theory and discourse, it is possible to reflect
philosophically on Zen Buddhism and bring out its philosophical
insights. In this short book, Byung-Chul Han seeks to unfold the
philosophical force inherent in Zen Buddhism, delving into the
foundations of far-eastern thought to which Zen Buddhism is indebted.
Han does this comparatively by confronting and contrasting the
insights of Zen Buddhism with the philosophies of Plato, Leibniz,
Fichte, Hegel, Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, Kierkegaard, Heidegger and
others, showing that Zen Buddhism and Western philosophy have very
different ways of understanding religion, subjectivity, emptiness,
friendliness and death. This important work by one of the most widely
read philosophers and cultural theorists of our time will be of great
value to anyone interested in comparative philosophy and religion.
Capitalism and the Death Drive Jul 20 2021 What we call growth today
is in fact a tumorous growth, a cancerous proliferation which is
disrupting the social organism. These tumours endlessly metastasize
and grow with an inexplicable, deadly vitality. At a certain point this
growth is no longer productive, but rather destructive. Capitalism
passed this point long ago. Its destructive forces cause not only
ecological and social catastrophes but also mental collapse. The
4/5

destructive compulsion to perform combines self-affirmation and selfdestruction in one. We optimize ourselves to death. Brutal competition
ends in destruction. It produces an emotional coldness and
indifference towards others as well as towards one’s own self. The
devastating consequences of capitalism suggest that a death drive is at
work. Freud initially introduced the death drive hesitantly, but later
admitted that he ‘couldn’t think beyond it’ as the idea of the death
drive became increasingly central to his thought. Today, it is
impossible to think about capitalism without considering the death
drive.
The Burnout Society Oct 03 2022 Our competitive, service-oriented
societies are taking a toll on the late-modern individual. Rather than
improving life, multitasking, "user-friendly" technology, and the
culture of convenience are producing disorders that range from
depression to attention deficit disorder to borderline personality
disorder. Byung-Chul Han interprets the spreading malaise as an
inability to manage negative experiences in an age characterized by
excessive positivity and the universal availability of people and goods.
Stress and exhaustion are not just personal experiences, but social and
historical phenomena as well. Denouncing a world in which every
against-the-grain response can lead to further disempowerment, he
draws on literature, philosophy, and the social and natural sciences to
explore the stakes of sacrificing intermittent intellectual reflection for
constant neural connection.
The Expulsion of the Other Mar 28 2022 The days of the Other are
over in this age of excessive communication, information and
consumption. What used to be the Other, be it as friend, as Eros or as
hell, is now indistinguishable from the self in our narcissistic desire to
assimilate everything and everyone until there are no boundaries left.
The result is a 'terror of the Same', lives in which we no longer pursue
knowledge, insight and experience but are instead reduced to the echo
chambers and illusory encounters offered by social media. In extreme
cases, this feeling of disorientation and senselessness is compensated
through self-harm, or even harming others through acts of terrorism.
Byung-Chul Han argues that our times are characterized not by
external repression but by an internal depression, whereby the
destructive pressure comes not from the Other but from the self. It is
only by returning to a society of listeners and lovers, by
acknowledging and desiring the Other, that we can seek to overcome
the isolation and suffering caused by this crushing process of total
assimilation.
The Reddest Rose Nov 11 2020 The internationally acclaimed activist
follows up her satirical work of graphic medicine with this collection of
humorous comics essays about how historical and societal shifts have
altered -- and perhaps destroyed -- romantic love.
Simulacra and Simulation Apr 16 2021 Develops a theory of
contemporary culture that relies on displacing economic notions of
cultural production with notions of cultural expenditure. This book
represents an effort to rethink cultural theory from the perspective of
a concept of cultural materialism, one that radically redefines
postmodern formulations of the body.
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Pandemic! Jul 08 2020 As an unprecedented global pandemic sweeps
the planet, who better than the supercharged Slovenian philosopher
Slavoj Žižek to uncover its deeper meanings, marvel at its mindboggling paradoxes and speculate on the profundity of its
consequences? We live in a moment when the greatest act of love is to
stay distant from the object of your affection. When governments
renowned for ruthless cuts in public spending can suddenly conjure up
trillions. When toilet paper becomes a commodity as precious as
diamonds. And when, according to Žižek, a new form of communism –
the outlines of which can already be seen in the very heartlands of
neoliberalism – may be the only way of averting a descent into global
barbarism. Written with his customary brio and love of analogies in
popular culture (Quentin Tarantino and H. G. Wells sit next to Hegel
and Marx), Žižek provides a concise and provocative snapshot of the
crisis as it widens, engulfing us all.
I'll Be Right There Feb 01 2020 “A love story between friends. It is so
well written. [Kyung-sook Shin] has this use of language that is just
beautiful and poetic. It’s a great book if you’re looking to escape.”
—Chelsea Handler, #1 New York Times bestselling author How
friendship, European literature, and a charismatic professor defy war,
oppression, and the absurd Set in 1980s South Korea amid the tremors
of political revolution, I’ll Be Right There follows Jung Yoon, a highly
literate, twenty-something woman, as she recounts her tragic personal
history as well as those of her three intimate college friends. When
Yoon receives a distressing phone call from her ex-boyfriend after
eight years of separation, memories of a tumultuous youth begin to
resurface, forcing her to re-live the most intense period of her life.
With profound intellectual and emotional insight, she revisits the death
of her beloved mother, the strong bond with her now-dying former
college professor, the excitement of her first love, and the friendships
forged out of a shared sense of isolation and grief. Yoon’s formative
experiences, which highlight both the fragility and force of personal
connection in an era of absolute uncertainty, become immediately
palpable. Shin makes the foreign and esoteric utterly familiar: her use
of European literature as an interpreter of emotion and experience
bridges any gaps between East and West. Love, friendship, and
solitude are the same everywhere, as this book makes poignantly
clear.
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Against the Web Sep 29 2019 Michael Brooks takes on the new
"Intellectual Dark Web." As the host of The Michael Brooks Show and
co-host of the Majority Report, he lets his understanding of the new
media environment direct his analysis of the newly risen conservative
rebels who have taken YouTube by storm. Brooks provides a
theoretically rigorous but accessible critique of the most prominent
"renegades" including Sam Harris, Jordan Peterson, and Brett
Weinstein while also examining the social, political and media
environment that these rebels thrive in. 'A brilliant critique of the
Right with very sharp insight on some of the shortcomings of the Left,
this book is a must-read for anyone looking to understand how
dishonest actors spread their propaganda.' Ana Kasparian, Host and
Executive Producer of The Young Turks
The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry Jun 26 2019 ECPA BESTSELLER •
A compelling emotional and spiritual case against hurry and in favor of
a slower, simpler way of life “As someone all too familiar with ‘hurry
sickness,’ I desperately needed this book.”—Scott Harrison, New York
Times best-selling author of Thirst “Who am I becoming?” That was
the question nagging pastor and author John Mark Comer. Outwardly,
he appeared successful. But inwardly, things weren’t pretty. So he
turned to a trusted mentor for guidance and heard these words:
“Ruthlessly eliminate hurry from your life. Hurry is the great enemy of
the spiritual life.” It wasn’t the response he expected, but it was—and
continues to be—the answer he needs. Too often we treat the
symptoms of toxicity in our modern world instead of trying to pinpoint
the cause. A growing number of voices are pointing at hurry, or
busyness, as a root of much evil. Within the pages of this book, you’ll
find a fascinating roadmap to staying emotionally healthy and
spiritually alive in the chaos of the modern world.
The Other Hoffmann Sister Jun 18 2021 Shortlisted for The Sunday
Times Young Writer of the Year 2015, Ben Fergusson's critically
acclaimed debut, The Spring of Kasper Meier, was the winner of the
Betty Trask Prize 2015 and the HWA 2015 Debut Crown Award. The
Other Hoffmann Sister is a gripping, evocative read about two sisters
set in pre-WW1 Germany which will appeal to fans of The Essex
Serpent by Sarah Perry. For Ingrid Hoffmann the story of her sister's
disappearance began in their first weeks in Southwest Africa... Ingrid
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Hoffmann has always felt responsible for her sister Margarete and
when their family moves to German Southwest Africa in 1902, her
anxieties only increase. The casual racism that pervades the German
community, the strange relationship between her parents and Baron
von Ketz, from whom they bought their land, and the tension with the
local tribes all culminate in tragedy when Baron von Ketz is savagely
murdered. Baroness von Ketz and their son, Emil, flee with the
Hoffmanns as the Baron's attackers burn down the family's farm. Both
families return to Berlin and Ingrid's concerns about Margarete are
assuaged when she and Emil von Ketz become engaged on the eve of
the First World War. But Margarete disappears on her wedding night
at the von Ketz's country house. The mystery of what happened to her
sister haunts Ingrid, but as Europe descends into chaos, her hope of
discovering the truth becomes ever more distant. After the war, in the
midst of the revolution that brings down the Kaiser and wipes out the
aristocracy that her family married into, Ingrid returns to the von
Ketzes' crumbling estate determined to find out what really happened
to her sister.
Reality Lost Mar 04 2020 This open access book looks at how a
democracy can devolve into a post-factual state. The media is being
flooded by populist narratives, fake news, conspiracy theories and
make-believe. Misinformation is turning into a challenge for all of us,
whether politicians, journalists, or citizens. In the age of information,
attention is a prime asset and may be converted into money, power,
and influence – sometimes at the cost of facts. The point is to obtain
exposure on the air and in print media, and to generate traffic on
social media platforms. With information in abundance and attention
scarce, the competition is ever fiercer with truth all too often
becoming the first victim. Reality Lost: Markets of Attention,
Misinformation and Manipulation is an analysis by philosophers
Vincent F. Hendricks and Mads Vestergaard of the nuts and bolts of
the information market, the attention economy and media eco-system
which may pave way to postfactual democracy. Here misleading
narratives become the basis for political opinion formation, debate,
and legislation. To curb this development and the threat it poses to
democratic deliberation, political self-determination and freedom, it is
necessary that we first grasp the mechanisms and structural
conditions that cause it.
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